General report on typical liability laws in many areas of the United

States

Nobody should mistake this information as legal advice or take it in place of

legal consultation.

    Laws regarding a landowner’s liability vary from State to State. The following

statements reflect typical laws that apply in many areas of the United States. Any or all of

the following statements may or may not apply to your particular area. This report is for

information only; it is not a substitute for legal counsel.
     A landowner's liability (or responsibility) for the safety of anyone entering the

property depends on the legal classification of the person at the time of damage or injury.

There are four categories: an invitee, a licensee, a trespasser and children under the

attractive nuisance doctrine. Theoretically, a hunter could fit in any one of these.

 Fee-paying hunters are classified as invitee's. Landowners have a legal duty to keep

the premises safe for the invitee's protection. The landowner must give the fee-paying

hunter adequate and timely notice of concealed or latent perils (dangerous conditions)

that are personally known or that a reasonable inspection would reveal. Injuries caused by

dangerous conditions that are apparent or that could be revealed by reasonable inspection

are the landowner's responsibility, but comparative negligence may lessen the liability.

Non-paying hunters with permission to hunt are classified as licensees. Landowners

have a legal duty to warn licensees of known dangerous conditions or to make the

conditions reasonably safe. No inspection is required.

    Hunters who enter without permission are classified as trespassers. The landowner

owes them no legal duty. The law prohibits the landowner from willfully or wantonly

injuring a trespasser except in self-defense or when protecting property. The landowner is

liable for gross negligence or for acts done with malicious intent or in bad faith.

  Trespassing children are protected by the attractive nuisance doctrine. An attractive

nuisance exists when: The child is too young to appreciate or realize a dangerous

condition. The location of the condition is one that the landowner knew or should have

known children frequent and the utility of maintaining the condition is slight compared to

the probability of injury to children. The landowner may avoid liability if any one of

these conditions are missing.

    The Hunter Liability and Indemnification agreement and the Hunting Lease

Including; Release of Liability and Acknowledgment and Acceptance of Dangers, Risks

and Hazards are documents that I have adapted and believe may be useful for landowners

and hunters alike. These sample agreements are for information only; they are not

intended to be a substitute for legal counsel.

I believe these documents to be very well written and have also provided space on

each agreement for landowners to include their own special terms and conditions. For

example;

Landowners;

 May want to specify areas to hunt.

 Want hunters to report down fences or injured livestock.

 May initiate a sign-in and sign-out sheet posted at the entrance to the property

for hunters to sign-in upon entering the property, the landowner may then keep

track of who is on the property and where.

 May want to state that Hunters must comply with state hunting laws and that a

game law violation breaches the contract.

 May want other pertinent information concerning deer harvested on their

property. The landowner may require the hunter to:

 Measure and record the spread and number of antler tines.

 Record the weight.

 Furnished photographs of the front, back and sides of each buck.

 Save and provide to the landowner the lower jaw or one side of the lower jaw.

 Identify on a map the approximate location where each deer was taken.

 The agreement should be written and signed to establish the exact terms and

conditions. This allows all parties to realize the privileges both being granted and

received.

     Thank you for your interest in these Free Sample agreements and helping us to

continue the Hunting traditions to our members at Midwest Wildlife Connections LLC.
  We hope that you will continue to do the same.

May the good Lord grant you a successful hunt.

Happy Hunting

Disclaimer 
Midwest Wildlife Connections LLC assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in these materials.

THESE MATERIALS ARE PROVIDED "AS IS" WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY

KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO,

THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A

PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR NON-INFRINGEMENT.

Midwest Wildlife Connections LLC further does not warrant the accuracy or completeness of the information, text or other items contained within these materials.

Midwest Wildlife Connections LLC shall not be liable for any special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages, including without limitation, lost revenues or lost profits, which may result from the use of these materials.
